

DNA Bill Not Your Typical Albany Deal, Cuomo Says
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A bill that would expand the state’s DNA database, altered to accomodate concerns from Assembly Democrats over defendants’ rights, wasn’t subject to the usual Albany deal making, Gov. Andrew Cuomo insisted toay at a news conference. 

Cuomo made his distate for the horsetrading that has historically consumed past attempts to expand the database. 

This time, the measure was approved along with a flurry of other bills including the Tier Six retirement plan for future state workers, a new teacher evaluation and an overhaul of the redistricting process that were all approved in the middle of Wednesday night or early Thursday morning. 

But Cuomo said that while the redistricting and the package of additional measures seemed to be running on parallel tracks, DNA bill wasn’t subject to what in Albany parlance is known as “poision pills” — unsavory amendments to bills that scuttle legislation. 

“My point was this bill hadn’t passed for seven years because in the past one of the things that would happen is a bill is moving through the process and other things get added to it which would not necessarily be relevant to that bill,” Cuomo said. “And then it gets bogged down and there’s division, there’s opposition to other items and nothing happens. That happened to this bill for seven years. We were trying to keep this bill on the topic, which was about DNA and relevant to DNA on both sides.” 
The Republican-led Senate approved the expansion in February, but the legislation did not include components that would protect defendants accused of a crime. The revised measure that Cuomo signed into law today will allow defendants in some cases to obtain DNA testing before trial in order to demonstrate innocence. There are also limited provisions for defendants to obtain DNA evidence after trial and conviction. 
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